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Patriotic Duo Brings Betsy Ross
and Ben Franklin Back To Lnfe

BY RILL. STOKES

merican heroes Benjumin
Franklin and Betsy Ross

never lived together, but their
present-day impersonators do.

Tavares residents Jeffry Gay
and his wife. Conmie, met ata
high school drama festival in
Mussachuseus, again the next year
st Salem College in Massachusetts
and marned H1x yedns liter, They
moved to Central Flonda and their
signature show, MurderWarch
Mysieey Thearee, was produced at

falt Disney World for 20 years.

The couple’s business, Dream-
land Productions, 1s a traveling
theatrical troupe that interacts
with dinner theatre or vanous
group audiences far and wide

Several vears ago, Jelfry looked
st hamisel! in the bathroom mirror
and exclmed in homor, “God.
I'm geuting old! I look like
Renj.nmmfranklm"‘ ‘oila~the
character was born! Now, Jelfry
mransforms himsell in onc-man
performances into the printer,
inventor and statesman.

His wite. Connie, produces “Tea
with Betsy Ross™ in her own
wlo program as the legendary
Nag maker. She runs music and
sound effects for Jeff"s appear-
ances; be is ot the board when
Connie is the performer. [n 3
mitinee enjoyed recently at
Lakes of Leestanz, B, Franilin
circulated among s sudwence
of 100 residents, chronicling his
life, family, fniends and enemies
made throughout his 84 years.

Humaor, drama and poignancy
unquestionably broaght JelMy™s
rendition of B. Franklin’s human-
ity home 1o his audience. Perhaps
best known for his experiments
with the nature of electricity, B
Franklin also invented swim fins,
medical catheters and, in 1736,
organized Philadelphia’s first
volunteer fire department. Franklin
also invented a more heat-efficient
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stove {named after
him) and because
he felt it would help
imprave society.
refuted (o accept a
patent. Moreover, he
promoted environ-
mental improve-
ments and published
“Poor Richard's
Almanac™ under
an asdumied namie.
Mr. Franklin
served in such au-
gust political bodies
as the Second Con-
tinental Congress,
He was ambassador
to France, helped
draft the Declaration of Independence and
was gne of its signers, [In 17%), only two
months before his death, he wrote a irca-
nise advocating the abolition of dlavery.
Jeif as Hen Franklin scattered laugh-

Faw Facts

L7085 - Born Boston, Jan. 17, 1706,
£7/F < A 12, 3pprenticed in beother s
printing shop,

1722 —irore first article for brother's nevspaper,
signed it "Mistress Silence Dogrcod”
724" - Opens ovim printing shop in Philadelphia
1730 - 1hanied Deborah Read; starts fire insuronce” program.
£738 \Wites and publishes "Poce Richard's lmanac.”

L7542 - irvents Frankiin stove which wiorks better
than fueplaces to heat homet.

HAH - Beging expeiiments with slectiiaty. lnvents lightning
rod to protect homes from catching fue.

1758 - Bacomes postmaster for all 13 celonles imvents
cdometer 1o megwie distance between roules.
1776 - Helps write the Dedaration of Independence.
L7 rovents bifceaks.

Jeftfry Gay .'.l_s

proveking zingers throughout his talk, Ban Frankiin >
notably in hiz explanation of inventing fabore} and S787 - Hdps wiite the U5, Constitutica
bifocal eyeglasses: I was enjoying a Connie Gay 1790 - Dies ot 84; oves 20,000

28 Beliy Rosa people attend his funcral.

book dunng a voysge to England, My
mission was 1o represent Peonsylvania
in its fight with deswendunts of the Penn
Family aover wha should represent the
Colony. I foand [ couldn’t see the honzon
without changing my spactacles. Think-
ing tl Would be caver (0 have IWo-lens
eyeglasses —one for distance and another
for near sight—[ invented bifocals.™ Jeff
asked fora show of hands from those
wearing his innovation. Many hands wem
. “Ben” quipped, “You're welcome!™

tbollom right).

Connic confesses
she cnies at points during
her interpretation of Betsy Ross,
“and,"” she saicl, "some of my audience heds
i tear, oo.” Such s the degree o Which
this couple’s audiences becaome involved.

MurdeeWarch Mysrery Theaoe s acrowd
pleaser atier 20 years, in which group o1
dinner theatre audientes are ensnared in
astaged whodunit and follow ¢lues to
find the “real™ perpetrator, All Dreamiand
Productions’ shows are scripted, buat are
open enough for performers to ad-lib an
aside with the audience or to take advantage
of an unexpecied situation, Since all
productions are enhanced by music, soand
eflects and props, set-up takes several hours
for a one-bour show. Props are originale
or replicates the couple has acquired
through the years of perfecting their arns.

A telephone call to (352) 308-5522 or a visit online to www.mupderwatch,
com will bring an envelope of informative, colorful brochures explaining the
wide scope of Dreamland Productions® interactive offerings. All their shows
are available for hire by communities, clubs, restauranis and hotels. (W55}

Saurre: Add Govng Places
MPhreth

The Rebirth Of Belxy Roxs
Coanie Gay continues: “Qur clients
began requesting another character to
complement Jetl"s Ben Frantlin, A ¢lose
friend of mine had, years ago, taught me
1o cut @ five-pointed Sar from Tolded
paper. so Betsy Ross seemed a nutural.™
She has two veraions ol her one-
hour show: One with full sound and
prajected phatagraphs, and another
more infimate presentation featunng
a full service afternoon tea pany. She
enjoys the latter because it allows her
more interaction with her audiences.



